


City of Merri-bek
SEIFA by Local Government Area
The City of Merri-bek Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) measure the relative level of socio-economic disadvantage and/or advantage based on a range of Census characteristics. Two of the SEIFA indexes: the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage (IRSD) and the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD) can be selected below.
Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage (IRSD)
This index contains only disadvantage indicators (e.g. unemployment, low incomes or education levels, single parent families, low skilled occupations, poor English proficiency), so is best used to distinguish between disadvantaged areas, but doesn’t differentiate between those areas which are highly advantaged, and those just lacking a lot of disadvantage (with population close to the middle). This index is most commonly used for funding allocations and advocacy, because it highlights the areas of most need.
Index of Relative Socio-Economic Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD)
This index contains indicators of disadvantage as well as additional indicators of advantage (e.g. professional occupations, high income, higher education levels, high rent, large dwellings), Characteristics are also weighted differently than the IRSD, so areas do score differently on either measure. Often the IRSAD index will show a more “spread out” distribution with a greater range of scores from very high to very low, due to its ability to measure advantage above the average level.
SEIFA indexes are a good place to start to get a general view of the relative level of disadvantage in one area compared to others, but it is important to also look at these underlying characteristics as they can differ markedly between areas with similar SEIFA scores and shed light on the type of disadvantage being experienced.
A higher score on the index means a lower level of disadvantage or (in the case of IRSAD only) a higher level of advantage. A lower score on the index means a higher level of disadvantage on both indexes, and a lack of advantage on the IRSAD.
The percentile column indicates the approximate position of this small area in a ranked list of Australia’s suburbs and localities in 2021. It's meant to give a broad indication of where the area sits within the whole nation. A higher number indicates a higher socio-economic status. For instance, a percentile of 72 indicates that approximately 72% of Australia’s suburbs have a SEIFA index lower than this area (more disadvantaged), while 28% are higher. This applies a comparison to suburbs even when the index concerned doesn’t relate to a suburb.
	Index of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantage
	

	Local Government Areas in Victoria
	

	2021 Local Government Area
	2021 Index

	Nillumbik
	1,093

	Bayside (Vic.)
	1,090

	Boroondara
	1,090

	Surf Coast
	1,086

	Stonnington
	1,085

	Queenscliffe
	1,082

	Glen Eira
	1,075

	Macedon Ranges
	1,063

	Port Phillip
	1,061

	Banyule
	1,058

	Manningham
	1,056

	Yarra
	1,046

	Kingston (Vic.)
	1,044

	Whitehorse
	1,043

	Monash
	1,042

	Knox
	1,042

	Yarra Ranges
	1,041

	Maroondah
	1,041

	Moonee Valley
	1,041

	Golden Plains
	1,040

	Mornington Peninsula
	1,038

	Indigo
	1,029

	Moyne
	1,029

	Mansfield
	1,028

	Alpine
	1,028

	City of Merri-bek
	1,027

	Moreland
	1,027

	Cardinia
	1,021

	Hobsons Bay
	1,021

	Darebin
	1,018

	Moorabool
	1,017

	Melbourne
	1,017

	Unincorporated Vic
	1,012

	Maribyrnong
	1,010

	Mount Alexander
	1,008

	Greater Geelong
	1,007

	Hepburn
	1,006

	Wyndham
	1,006

	Murrindindi
	1,005

	Baw Baw
	1,003

	Frankston
	1,003

	South Gippsland
	1,003

	Towong
	1,001

	Mitchell
	1,000

	Warrnambool
	995

	Casey
	995

	Southern Grampians
	994

	Bass Coast
	993

	West Wimmera
	991

	Horsham
	990

	Whittlesea
	990

	Wangaratta
	988

	Ballarat
	986

	Melton
	985

	Greater Bendigo
	985

	Corangamite
	985

	Strathbogie
	982

	Buloke
	975

	Wodonga
	973

	Wellington
	973

	Colac Otway
	973

	Benalla
	968

	Campaspe
	965

	East Gippsland
	963

	Pyrenees
	959

	Moira
	958

	Ararat
	955

	Gannawarra
	952

	Glenelg
	952

	Northern Grampians
	951

	Loddon
	948

	Yarriambiack
	946

	Greater Shepparton
	944

	Hume
	941

	Swan Hill
	941

	Hindmarsh
	940

	Mildura
	940

	Latrobe (Vic.)
	931

	Brimbank
	913

	Central Goldfields
	898

	Greater Dandenong
	887






